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The Old Changing Way

C G Am F G
I’m Darby the tinker, and my brother is Tam
C F G C
We go where the work is, and we work where ever we can
G Am FG
With the mending and fixing, it’s together we stay
C F G C

Intending our fortunes to try on the Old Changing Way

We come to your cities and we call on your wives

We’ll fix up your kettles, please dear missus, we’ll sharpen your knives
And we always agreed that together we’d stay

Intending our fortunes to try on the Old Changing Way

Now times they grow scanty and the money grew thin
We worked for a song but the money it didn’t come in
Now brothers are kindred but hard times betray

And so we stumbled apart on the Old Changing Way

We never agreed to divide our tin

And when you’re out of love with your brother your hard times begin
For the spikes and the brothels, they are shameful to see

But don’t you travel alone, boys, this warning you take from me

You must share with your nearest ‘till the end of your days
Or else it’s forever you’ll roam the Old Changing Way.

Generelt slap de fleste skotter nogenlunde helskindet fra nederlaget ved Culloden i 1745.
Engleenderne hangte ganske vist de mest notoriske modstandere af nyordningen, men
blandt den store majoritet af iseer middelklassen, fortsatte tilvaerelsen forholdsvis uendret.
De egentlige tabere blev Highlander klanernes fattigste medlemmer. Den engelske
forordning ”The Disarming Act” fra 1747, indeholdt en lang rakke bestemmelser, der
havde til formal at edelaegge de sidste rester af klansystemet. Dette betad at det feudale
sociale sikkerhedsnet der var indeholdt i klansammenholdet, faldt sammen samt at
landejerne, badde de nye og de engeske, men ogsd de skotske, fik mulighed for at
revurdere rentabiliteten af deres godser. Resultatet af dette blev en sammenlaegning af
urentable landbrug og beboerne blev smidt pa porten. En del af disse slog sig sammen i
zigojnerlignende samfund og ernzrede sig blandt andet keddelflikkervirksomhed. Den
gaengse betegnelse for disse sma samfund var The Tinker Clans”.
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